THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
disaster, as indeed it has in the international field.
You cannot possibly ensure anybody's defence by the
isolated action of each user of the road.
Defence, safety, must be organised by the commu-
nity, or there can be none at alh
But if the necessary rules of the road cannot be
secured by cooperative or collective action we are
thrown back upon seeing that the roads are kept open
by any means possible in the present disorganised
state of the world.
s
Which brings us to a further and more vital con-
sideration. In war-time territory within our political
control may become a source of indispensable power.
Its possession is therefore part of that struggle for
power which must take place where each is com-
pelled to be his own defender, where there is no
society of nations organising the common defence of
its members.
Where self-preservation of the individual depends
upon his isolated strength, each will struggle for
sources of strength as the one condition of safety.
That consideration will come before interest, welfare.
'Defence is more than opulence/ as we put it.
*Gims are more important than butter,' as Goering
put it to a butterless people; who readily agree.
Arguments which are entirely valid if our object
is prosperity and welfare in peace-time lose their
weight if our real object is power for war. There
is, in fact, complete accessibility to raw materials
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